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Greetings!
Last year, we were renting a house in Newport that was furnished
with someone else’s stuff. It was nice stuff, but that it was nice just
made me hyper-aware of not damaging anything. We lavish our dog
with misplaced parental affection, but in that house we were
extremely aware of not letting her up on places she might damage.
The pretty patterns on the furniture were concealed with multiple
blankets meant to minimize any risk of wear and tear. When
Christmas came around, we realized our Christmas things were in the
very back of our storage unit. Being a two-clergy household, there
was no time to take a day and pull everything out to get our
Christmas stuff and put everything else back in the unit. The storage
unit was stacked together like a game of Tetris, and neither my
husband nor I had the energy to play that game again.
When I was growing up, we were pretty broke, and I had lived the
wisdom that Christmas is not about the stuff. But when Christmas
came around last year and the house was not decorated- not a single
thing of our own or any of the trinkets we had collected over the
years- I fell into a serious slump. I missed our stuff. The house felt
sterile and cold. My husband mentioned this in conversation with his
senior warden, and she materialized with boxes of things for us to
use- boxes of her stuff that she wanted to share with us. My favorite
thing was a wreath she and her son handmade for us- a blue ribbon
wrapped wreath hot glued with pretty sparkly little balls and silvery
reindeer coming from either side. It finally felt like the holidays
when we hung that wreath.
This year, we are in our own home. We had looked at artificial trees
but didn’t like anything we saw. As the season sped up, we resigned
ourselves to not having a tree again this year. But I did pull out our
decorations- gifts from my mother-in-law, some hand-knitted things
my friend in Arizona made us, some trinkets from my trip to the Holy
Land. As I pulled out those decorations, I saw our ornaments, and it
made me sad that we weren’t going to have a tree.
Monday, as I was driving home from a funeral at Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, I passed a small shop with potted trees and greenery out
front. I was in our Honda sedan, but the trees looked small enough to
fit in the car. Though I had driven right past the shop I turned the car
around, found a tree out front that I liked, and went in to purchase it –
still wearing my cassock. There was one guy in the shop, and he
seemed amused to see me, but he sold me the tree and helped me
stuff it into the back of the car. (My sense of size and space was off
by just enough that the Honda will never be the same.) I arrived
home feeling victorious and happy.
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Tim went to the Home Depot and purchased some lights. We poured
eggnog and played Christmas music and pulled out ornaments.
Because the tree is quite small, we had to be judicious and select only
the most meaningful things to hang. It is now covered with felt
ornaments that Tim’s grandma made when he was young. We have a
felt hen nesting in the tree and a felt Santa with his accompanying
reindeer. We have the ornament from my very first Christmas and
Lucy from the Peanuts crew, purchased by my grandma in North
Carolina and still marked with the $2 tag from the gift shop on
Emerald Isle. We have the first ornament I ever selected, purchased
for me when I was in middle school by a dear family friend who has
since passed. We found the nativity sets Tim was gifted when the
spiritual director who had seen him through his discernment process
before seminary died a few years ago.
We are now surrounded by love everywhere we look, reminded of
people who have shaped our lives, reminded that Jesus is Love
Incarnate, and that we have experienced God’s deep, abiding love in
our lives. This Christmas I hope you are reminded of the love that
has seen you through to this point too. I hope that the stuff that makes
up your Christmas fills your heart and brings glad tidings of great
joy.
Blessings to you, today and always,
Mtr Tanya

This Sunday at St. Luke's
The First Sunday of Christmas
Click above for the lessons

There will be no 7:45 am service this day.
10:15am Holy Eucharist with Sermon
We are glad to offer a Facebook livestream for our 10:15 am Sunday services. To access the
livestream, please follow the instructions below:
1. Our Facebook page can be accessed by Clicking Here.
2. You do not need a Facebook account to access this page. If you do have an account, 'liking' our
page ahead of the service will allow Facebook to send you a notification when the livestream
begins. If you do not have an account, Facebook will ask if you would like to set one up. Simply
click the 'x' at the top right corner to close that box or click 'not now'.
3. The livestream will be accessible from St. Luke's Facebook page near the time the prelude
begins. If you have liked our page, simply click on the notification you will receive from Facebook
when it starts to view the video.
4. If you have not liked our page, you may have to scroll down the page to find the livestream
while it is happening due to the way Facebook works. Once the livestream concludes, the video of
the service will be available at the top of our page, (so you will not have to scroll to find it).
Please contact our Assistant Rector, Mother Tanya, with any questions. She can be reached
at tanya@stlukeseg.org.
Click Here to download a copy of the parish prayer list.
The Rev. Tanya Watt, assistant rector, preaching

Reopening Announcement

St. Luke's Has Reopened!
We are so excited to welcome everyone back to St. Luke's!
Click Here to view Fr. Tim's message regarding updated COVID protocols.
As of Sunday, August 1, we have resumed our mask-wearing and contact tracing practices.
We are using a QR Code for our Sunday Bulletin which can be scanned by using a SmartPhone!
This
will give worshipers the option to view our bulletin on their phone during Sunday Service or to
print the bulletin and bring it to the church. We will provide hard copies as well.

Healing Services Resumes
Every Tuesday at Noon St. Luke’s will be offering a healing service with Eucharist. All are invited
to attend. Like for the Sunday services, we ask that you wear your mask.
Here Is The Sunday, December 26 Bulletin QR Code:

OR
Click Here to view our Sunday, December 26 Bulletin!

We are including QR codes for our Christmas Services as well. Please see below!

QR Code for 4 pm Service

QR Code for 7 pm Service

QR Code for 10:30 pm
Service

QR code for Christmas Day 10 am Service
OR
Click Here for our 4 pm Christmas Eve Service.
Click Here for our 7 pm Christmas Eve Service.
Click Here for our 10:30 pm Christmas Eve Service.
Click Here for our 10 am Christmas Day Service.

Advent And Christmas At St. Luke's

Treasurer's Notes
From the Treasurer
November Month End

November financials were on budget setting us up for a strong finish to the year.
I join the entire leadership team in thanking you all for your continued support.
I personally think you are all amazing!
Michael Sullivan
Treasurer

Vanco and PayPal QR Codes If You Would Like To Donate

Here are some other options available if you would like to donate to St. Luke's!

Pledge Envelopes

If you have requested pledge envelopes, they are
located in the atrium.
Adult Faith Formation
Adult Faith Formation
The AFF class is reading Barbara Brown Taylor’s Learning to Walk in the Darkness . In this
book Taylor writes, "Darkness is shorthand for anything that scares me-- either because I am sure
that I do not have the resources to survive it or because I do not want to find out. (But) I have
learned things in the dark that I could never have learned in the light, things that have saved my life
over and over again, so that there is really only one conclusion. I need the darkness as much as I
need light."
About the author, Time magazine writes, "Few souls are as synched to the world's mysteries as
Barbara Brown Taylor's... Taylor writes spiritual nonfiction that rivals the poetic power of C.S.
Lewis and Frederick Buechner."
Please join the AFF class as she guides us through a spirituality of the nighttime and teaches us
how to find God even in darkness.
There is no class on December 29. We will resume on Wednesday, January 5, with Chapter 6
“Entering The Stone”.

Youth Group (6th-12th Grades)
St. Luke’s Youth Group is heading to the Dunk on January 9th
for a Providence Bruins hockey game!
The game starts at 3:05. We’ll meet at St. Luke’s at 2:00. Tickets are $10, and you must reserve
your spot no later than Tuesday, January 4th. RSVP to Mtr Tanya: tanya@stlukeseg.org. Cost
should not keep anyone away; please be in touch with Mtr Tanya if you need assistance.

Nursery and Godly Play
Nursery
We are happy to welcome your children back! Our nursery has reopened for both services. Please
sign-up on our Sign-Up Genius page found Here. We are limited to six children per service.

Godly Play
Godly Play has begun!
We’re excited to welcome your children! We have two sessions: 9:30 and 10:15 in the auditorium.
To join us, you need to complete two steps:
1. Please complete the youth registration form Here or pick up a hard copy form from the atrium at
the church.
2. Please sign up for the dates your children will attend using our Sign-Up Genius - Click Here.
Questions? Contact Theresa Deiters, Director of Youth Formation, at (415) 233-0761.

Advent and Godly Play
Advent, (from Latin adventus, “coming”), in the Christian church calendar, the period of
preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas.
No doubt your children are in fact already 'preparing' for Christmas in their own sweet way.

'Christmas' is usually their answer to the question, "What is your favorite holiday?" While it is often
difficult to keep in mind during holiday celebrations, lights, shopping; the season of Advent is a
very holy time.
The next few weeks in Godly Play we will be focusing on Advent. The children will each receive a
very special package that was handmade especially for them. It is their first Christmas gift this year.
Ask them about it..invite them to teach you about Advent. We really look forward to seeing you
children each Sunday, these next Sundays will be especially meaningful. we hope to see them!

"God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit. During this Advent season, I
will keep alert and awake, listening for your word and keeping to your precepts. My hope is in
you." ~ Matthew Kelly
Fun Facts...
The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran minister working at a mission
for children created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and
four large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on weekdays and the four white
candles were lit on Sundays.
Eventually, the Advent wreath was created out of evergreens, symbolizing everlasting life in the
midst of winter and death. The circle reminds us of God’s unending love and the eternal life He
makes possible. Advent candles are often nestled in the evergreen wreath.
The four weeks Advent is broken down into four themes. These themes are represented by the four
candles on the Advent wreath.
1. Hope or promise
2. Preparation or faith
3. Joy
4. Love or adoration
An Advent Prayer

Prayer is a wonderful way to help cut away from distractions of the season and open your heart to
prepare for the joy and hope of Christ's birth. Here is a sample prayer to use during the season to
focus your heart and mind for the birth of Jesus Christ.
This Advent, Lord, come to the manger of my heart.
Fill me with Your presence from the very start.
As I prepare for the holidays and gifts to be given,
Remind me of the gift You gave when You sent Your Son from Heaven.
The first Christmas gift, it was the greatest gift ever.
You came as a baby born in a manger.
Wrapped like the gifts I find under my tree,
Waiting to be opened, to reveal Your love to me.
Restore to me the wonder that came with Jesus' birth,
When He left the riches of Heaven and wrapped Himself in rags of earth.
Immanuel, God with us, Your presence came that night.
And angels announced, "Into your darkness, God brings His Light."
"Do not be afraid," they said, to shepherds in the field.
Speak to my heart today, Lord, and help me to yield.
Make me like those shepherd boys, obedient to Your call.
Setting distractions and worries aside, to You I surrender them all.
Surround me with Your presence, Lord, I long to hear Your voice.
Clear my mind of countless concerns and all the holiday noise.
Slow me down this Christmas, let me not be in a rush.
In the midst of parties and planning, I want to feel Your hush .
This Christmas, Jesus, come to the manger of my heart.
Invade my soul like Bethlehem, bringing peace to every part.
Dwell within and around me, as I unwrap Your presence each day.
Keep me close to You, Lord. It's in Your wonderful Name I pray.
~Renee Swope, “The Manger of My Heart”
I send you blessings for this Thanksgiving and always,
Theresa Muscat

Advent Blog
St. Luke’s Advent Blog
The season of Advent is here! Our St. Luke’s Advent Blog is a wonderful resource for prayer and
reflection. Posts are written by members of our St. Luke’s community and based on the lectionary
scripture assigned for each day from the beginning of Advent (November 28th) through Christmas
(December 25th). Our faith community is a wonderful treasure, and it is a gift to be able to share
this blog with you. Posts can be found on our Facebook Page.

Epiphany Pageant
Epiphany Pageant
Sunday, January 2, 10:15am
Calling All Children, Teens, And Those Who Are Young At Heart!
All people of St. Luke’s from pre-school through high school and beyond are welcomed and
encouraged to be part of this year’s Epiphany Pageant, the telling of the Christmas Story.
Costumes are provided and there are no lines to memorize!
There will be only one rehearsal for the pageant. It will be on Saturday, January 1, from 12:30pm.
A sign-up sheet is available in the Atrium. For more information, please speak with Rodney
Ayers at rodney@stlukeseg.org or Mtr. Tanya at tanya@stlukeseg.org

Reverend Ted Hallenbeck's 95th Birthday
Reverend Ted Hallenbeck’s 95 th Birthday
The Reverend Ted Hallenbeck, retired deacon from St. Luke’s, is celebrating his 95th birthday on
December 20th! He treasures his connection to our parish, and on this milestone birthday it would
make his day to hear from those who remember his service here. If you’d like to send him a card,
his address is: The Rev. Ted Hallenbeck, 101 Larchmont Rd, Warwick, RI 0288 6. Thank you for
making his day that much more special!

Save The Date!

Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour Volunteers
People don't come to coffee hour just for a cup of joe; they want a human connection, something
we all have missed during the pandemic! Here's a place where we build community one cup at a
time.
We need your help! Father Tim would like to resume Coffee Hour. For now, we are only offering
coffee and juice- no food.
As usual, our sexton, Tim, will set up the coffee urn in the morning. The Coffee Hour host simply
needs to set up the coffee "station" with cups, sugars, creamer and napkins. These supplies (except
the creamer) are all kept in the armoire in the Blackburn Room. There will be a table set up in the
narthex near the stairs where you can set up a juice "station" with small juice cups and napkins.
Tablecloths can be found in the armoire also.
So, the host would bring half and half as well as some type of juice. Everything else is provided.
After the 10:15am service's coffee hour, the urns would need to be cleaned out and stored in the
Blackburn Room and you would need to ensure that coffee grounds go in the trash.

Please consider signing up for an upcoming Sunday so we can properly extend our hospitality and
reconnect. Christina put the sign-up sheet on the wall across from the office. You can sign up at
church or call Christina in the office at 401-884-4116 and she'll add you to the list.
We look forward to seeing you all soon,
Tracy
401-447-0472
Marcia
401-241-1821

Dorcas Donations
Dorcas Donations
We are now collecting donations for our Dorcas Ministry! We are looking for better sportswear and
clothing suitable for job interviews. Please drop off in the atrium under the mosaic and label as
Dorcas. Thanks so much for your support!

Pastoral Care
Pastoral Care Ministry
Prayer is a powerful way for us to support each other and build community. If you would like to
add someone to our parish prayer list, please use the online Prayer List Request Form. It is available
on our website under our Parish Life tab and here in our Weekly Newsletter. The prayer list is
updated weekly. The Pastoral Care Ministry continues to pray for all on the prayer list and send
cards to the homebound and those in the hospital. By filling out the information on this form, you
will help us to keep in touch. Click Here for our Prayer List Request Form.
Thank you and stay well.
The Pastoral Care Ministry

St. Luke's Birthdays, Anniversaries, and Special Days of Thanksgiving
St. Luke's Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Special Days of Thanksgiving
Would you like to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, graduation or other special day with St.
Luke's?
We are compiling a list of parishioners' birthdays, anniversaries, and other important dates. If you
would like to have a thanksgiving offered during the weekly Prayers of the People, please
complete this form. An appropriate thanksgiving will be included during the prayers.
Any questions? Please email Christina ( cimondi@stlukeseg.org) or call the parish office (401-8844116). Happy Celebrating!

St. Luke's Choirs
St. Luke's Choirs Sing for You!
As a special gift from the Canterbury, St. Cecilia, and Angel Choirs to our St. Luke's family and
friends, choir members compiled a special 'arrangement' of "How Can I Keep From Singing". The
music is from an American folk song originally composed by Baptist minister Robert Wadworth
Lowry in 1868 with the four-part arrangement published by Jeffrey Honoré in 1991. The choirs
performed this piece at their 2019 Spring Concert and happily recreated that performance in this
video (also available on St. Luke's website and Facebook page).

Big Brothers and Big Sisters
Big Brothers and Big Sisters Donations
In our continuing efforts to be a good neighbor and serve our local community, we have added a
new addition to the St Luke's parking lot! The clothing bin is a result of joining in a new partnership
between the Episcopal Diocese and Big Brother Big Sister of Rhode Island. It will serve as a
collection point for community donations of clothing, shoes and other cloth items. Please drop off
your bagged items at your convenience.

Especially for Children
To watch Godly Play online please Click Here!

Food Cupboard
Greetings from our Food Cupboard!
We are reaching out to update you on some of our needs during this challenging time. Our thoughts
and prayers are with all of our families that they are able to stay healthy and safe.
Please consider donating these items:

Kidney beans, cannellini beans, baked beans, pasta sauce, rice/pasta sides, ramen noodles, cooking
stock, canned pineapple, hash, chili, yellow cake mix, Italian or ranch dressing, ketchup, juice (64
oz), crackers, cookies and mayonnaise.
Thank you!
EG Interfaith Food Cupboard
St. Luke's Episcopal Church | (401) 884-4116
cimondi@stlukeseg.org | http://stlukeseg.org
99 Peirce Street
East Greenwich, RI 02818
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