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A Service in the Style of  Taizé 
 
 

Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of  Burgundy, in the eastern part of  
France not far from the town of  Cluny.  Since 1940 it has been the home of  an 
ecumenical monastic community of  monks whose contemplative prayer is at the 
center of  their life.  Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of  all ages and     
backgrounds come on pilgrimage, to participate in international meetings of     
prayer and meditation.  Taizé services have become increasingly popular in     
America. 
 
In recent years, the style of  music at Taizé's services has evolved into one which 
uses short musical phrases with simple melodic units that can be readily          
memorized by anyone. 
 
The service, as generally practiced at Taizé, has been adapted to include an         
experience of  scriptural based silent prayer, Lectio Divina, which can serve as an 
introduction to the contemplative dimension of  the gospel and  contemplative 
prayer.  The services are both quiet and contemplative and also joyous and         
exuberant, combining interior prayer with worship.  Prayers, psalms, readings and 
silence alternate with congregational song.  In "Taizé," the music is the province 
of  the people, not the choir.  Please join in. 
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Our Darkness                         La Ténèbre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM 22:1-11 
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My Soul is at Rest                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lectio Divina 
 
The passage is read three times.  Each reading is followed by silent intervals of  four minutes, to facilitate the 
experience of  the four senses of  scripture:  Lectio (reading), Meditatio (reflecting), Oratio (spontaneous    
prayer), and Contemplatio (resting in God). 
 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his 
mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And 
from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. After this, when Jesus knew that all 
was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of  sour wine 
was standing there. So they put a sponge full of  the wine on a branch of  hyssop and held it to 
his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head 
and gave up his spirit. (John 19:26-30 ) 

Invocation of  the Spirit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
During the singing of  the chant, the following verses are sung: 
 

Come from the four winds, O Spirit, come breath of  God; disperse the shadows over 
us, renew and strengthen your people.  Savior of  the poor, come to our poverty.   
Shower upon us the seven gifts of  your grace.  Be the light of  our lives.  O come.  You 
are our only comforter, Peace of  the soul.  In the heat you shade us; in our labor you 
refresh us, and in trouble you are our strength.  Kindle in our hearts the flame of  your 
love that in the darkness of  the world it may glow and reach to all for ever. 
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Prayers  & Intercessions 
 

The refrain alternates with petitions sung by a cantor or spoken by members of  the  congregation.  The 
congregation is invited to offer petitions out loud in between refrains.  The return to the refrain is         
announced by two bell tones. 
 
Adoramus te 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adoration of  the Cross 
 
During the next several songs, those who wish to do so may light a candle and place it in the sand.  You 
also are invited to sit or kneel in adoration of  the cross. 
 
O Lord, your cross 
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Jesus, remember me 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wait for the Lord 
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My Spirit is longing                                                               William Bradley Roberts 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 9 
 
 
Ubi Caritas  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the following, ushers distribute candles to the congregation and accept a free will  
offering to help defray the cost of  the service. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL INTERLUDE 
 
PRAYER 
 
Late have I loved you, O beauty so ancient and so new;  
 late have I loved you. 
for behold you were within me, and I outside;  
 and I sought you outside and in my ugliness fell 
 upon those lovely things that you have made. 
You were with me and I was not with you. I was kept from you by those things, 
 yet had they not been in you, they would not have been at all. 
You called and cried to me and broke upon my deafness; 
 And you sent forth your light and shone upon me, and chased away my blindness; 
You breathed fragrance upon me, and I drew in my breath: 
I tasted you and I now hunger and thirst for you; 
 You touched me, and I have burned for your peace.     
    
 St. Augustine 
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Cello Meditation 

 
At the conclusion of  the music, members of  the congregation extinguish their candles.  Those who wish to do so 
may remain in the church for quiet prayer.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Taize chants used by permission:  GIA Publications 
"My Spirit is longing" used by permission of the composer 

 


