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Dear friends, 
 
 My son went back to school today, this the first day of his senior year in high school.  
When asked last night if he was excited to return to school, he gave us a look as if we had 
asked if we was excited to have a root canal.  I wonder, do teenagers practice giving     
withering looks in the mirror or does that talent come naturally?  Despite the eye rolling, 
his early rise and prompt departure this morning suggested at least a bit of excitement. 
 
 As I write this note, we are a little more than a week away from the first day of our 
new (program) year, and there’s no hiding my excitement!   
 

I am excited for the return of our choirs.  Although, throughout the summer we 
were treated to a wonderful sampling of their gifts by way of solos and duets.  I never cease 
to be amazed by the wealth of their talents. 

 
I am excited for the return of our Faith Formation programs.  Yet even during the 

summer “recess,” adults turned out in great numbers for a viewing of the Fred Rogers    
documentary, Won’t  You Be My Neighbor. And in fact, many of the youth continued their    
formation by way of participation in the RSCM summer camp and our ongoing worship 
ministries.   

 
Let me say, I am no longer surprised but still greatly impressed by our youth who 

attend the Newport-based RSCM camp, many coming in for weeks before to prepare with 
Rodney.   

 
Likewise, I so delight in the children who rise early in the summer weeks to assist 

with church.  We have a few teens who now are reading the lessons, and doing so          
brilliantly!  And as for those acolyting, it is a heartwarming thing to see them each Sunday, 
their faces tan, their sandals and bare legs peeking out from underneath acolyte robes. 

 
 

From Father Tim 
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I am excited for the launch of our 2020 Commitment Campaign, the creative      
process already underway.  I have every expectation that this year’s campaign not only will 
be a wonderful celebration of parish life but also provide us a powerful opportunity to take 
yet another step in our faith journeys.  

 
I am excited about the rebirth taking place in many of our parish gardens.  Cindi and 

Ben Lovejoy have created designs for an amazing series of gardens along the parking lot    
perimeter, and work has already begun to give these spaces a much-needed facelift. 

 
I am excited for the annual fall celebration of our many ministries, each to be       

featured a few at a time every Sunday (this in place of our September ministry fair). Then, 
come All Saint’s Day (in November), we will have one grand commissioning of the countless 
“ministers” who make St. Luke’s such a special place. 

 
Finally, I am excited to see all of you-- for the return of familiar faces and the       

welcome of faces new to us!  Although it is never far from my mind, “Kick-Off Sunday” is 
one of those days when I am reminded that the Holy Spirit is alive and kicking through the 
lives of each and every one of you. 

 
So you see, there is so very much that I look forward to in the coming months.  

Which is why, if you see me between now and September 8, I will not be wearing the look 
of a teenager dreading the resumption of school.  Rather I will be wearing the face of a    
kindergartner, expectant and excited for all that is to come. 

 
See you soon! 
 
        Peace, 

          Tim  
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If your family is anything like mine, then you have a variety of phrases that permeate your 
family history.  As I think of all the family sayings, there is one family line that I love more 
than any other: “Drive fast, and take chances.”  
 
Family importance aside, I actually think “Drive fast, and take chances” is a great phrase to 
describe our life as disciples of Jesus.  To me, this phrase is not about driving recklessly or 
doing things carelessly.  This phrase speaks about the urgency of life and the ability to take 
risks.  Throughout scripture, Jesus calls us to act.  The Way of God is not a stagnant or   
meandering path, it is a way that calls us to go with haste.  “Drive fast” to me is the         
reminder that God has given us work to do, and it is our job to get to that work with       
urgency and intentionality.  Likewise, we are called to “take chances.”  To take risks for the 
kingdom of God.  I am sure Peter and Andrew felt like they were taking a pretty big chance 
when they dropped their fishing nets and followed Jesus for the first time.  Our faith asks 
us to take risks, to step outside of our comfort zones, to do things we never imagined     
possible as we strive to live into our roles as disciples of Jesus.  While Jesus might not have 
said it directly, I certainly feel - and maybe with just a bit of bias - that “drive fast and take 
chances” is something Jesus could have said.  
 
As we prepare to enter into a new season, I have decided to take this phrase on as a        
discipline of sorts.  This year, I want to be better about driving fast and taking chances.  I 
want to act with more urgency - accepting more readily God’s call to get up and go  - to get 
up and proclaim the Good News to the ends of the earth.  I want to step outside of my 
comfort zone, take risks, and try things I never have before.  I will admit this idea seems a 
little daunting and scary, but I want to give it a try.  If what I know about God is true, then 
in doing this I know I will discover new and exciting things.  I will make new connections, 
meet new people, do things I never imagined I could do, and meet God anew with each 
step of the journey.  
 
I would like to issue you all a challenge.  I invite you to spend a little time driving fast and 
taking chances - in the discipleship sense that is.  I do not want to see stories in the East 
Greenwich News with headlines like “Local Priest Encourages Parishioners to get Speeding 
Tickets.”  How can you get and go, taking your faith with you?  Maybe the Spirit is calling  
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you to get up at go to Woonsocket on a Loaves and Fishes run.  Or maybe the Spirit is 
calling you to get up and go to Providence to work with Church Beyond the Walls.  Maybe 
you have been thinking about trying out Women of Grace, or Sunday morning Adult Faith   
Formation, or joining the choir, or joining the property team.  Maybe now is the time to 
take the chance, take the risk, take that first step and try something new.  After all, what is 
the worst that could happen?  
 
One of the things I love most about St. Luke’s is the energy and excitement of this place.  
There is always something going on, always something to participate in.  Sometimes it can 
feel a little overwhelming - you know, like ordering at the Cheesecake Factory.  But I    
wonder what would happen if each one of us took the risk, hesitated no longer, and        
followed the Spirit’s call.  What might we learn about ourselves?  What might we learn 
about each other?  What might we discover about God?   
 
As we begin the 2019-2020 program year, I am excited to see how we will discover        
ourselves, and each other, and God more fully this year.  The time is now my friends.  It    
is time to drive fast and take chances.  
 

Blessings,  
   Dante 
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THE RETURN OF THE CHOIRS!! The summer 
break has been great, but I’ve missed the wonderful 
music of our choirs…haven’t you? St. Luke’s supports a 
vibrant choral ministry where there is a place for       
everyone – children, teens, and adults. Please know 
that new members are  always welcome! 
 

In the choir program, we work on musical skills, reading music, vocal production and more. 
We also explore music in the context of Christian worship and tradition. And, by the way, we 
have a lot of fun! 
 
So, is the time right for you and/or your child(ren)? I hope so! Please let me know what 
questions you might have. I would love to add your name to the appropriate choir roster. 
 
In the words of Hans Christian Anderson, “where words fail, music speaks.” Come add your 
voice to the musical prayers and praises that resound at St. Luke’s. 
 
Faithfully, 
Rodney Ayers 
Minister of Music 
 
Contact me at rodney@stlukeseg.org or 401-884-4116 ext. 107 
 

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 
 

Canterbury Choir 
Adult Choir – beginning September 5 

Thursdays at 7:30pm 
 

St. Cecilia Choir 
3rd-12th graders – beginning September 6 

Fridays at 4pm 
 

Angel Choir 
PreK – 2nd graders – beginning September 11 

Wednesdays at 4:30pm 

The Choirs Of St. Luke’s 
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Vestry Corner 

As senior warden and treasurer, we write to bring to your attention a budget challenge that 
Mike Sullivan has been reporting for a few months now: The pace of pledge payments is  
running somewhat behind the actual pledges made by parishioners for 2019. As of July 30, 
we are facing a pledge shortfall of about 6% which is equivalent to $28,000. To avoid that 
negative outcome, we're asking all parishioners who pledged in 2019 to check your most    
recent quarterly statement (June 30) to ensure your payments are current. If the statement 
shows your “percentage paid” is below 50% (appears near bottom of statement), please make 
every effort to bring your pledge payment up-to-date. And if your circumstances have 
changed and you need to adjust your 2019 pledge, please contact either of us by email below. 
 
Thanks, as always, for your faithful support to St. Luke’s which enables us to Make A       
Difference through outreach, music ministry, youth and adult formation programs, and so 
much more! 
 
Michael Grady, Senior Warden  mgrady14@gmail.com 
Michael Sullivan, Treasurer  poto.mike@verizon.net 
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Shelf Life 
 

 
 
 
 

Shelf Life:  
An Exploration of the Book Shelves of our Parish Leadership 

 
“For some of us, books are as important as almost anything else on earth. What a miracle it 
is that out of these small, flat, rigid squares of paper unfolds world after world after world, 
worlds that sing to you, comfort and quiet or excite you. Books help us understand who we 
are and how we are to behave. They show us what community and friendship mean; they 
show us how to live and die.”  

ʊ Anne Lamott, Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life 
 

In a recent sermon (Sunday August 25) our rector, Fr. Tim, preached about the 400th       
anniversary of the arrival of the first enslaved Africans to this land.  As the New York Times 
1619 Project says of this commemoration: “In August of 1619, a ship appeared on this    
horizon, near Point Comfort, a coastal port in the British colony of Virginia.  It carried more 
than 20 enslaved Africans, who were sold to the colonists.  No aspect of the country that 
would be formed here has been untouched by the years of slavery that followed.  On the 
400th anniversary of this fateful moment, it is finally time to tell our story truthfully.”  In his 
sermon, Fr. Tim called upon each and everyone of us to think honestly about our nation’s 
history and to speak truth to the lasting legacy of racism and white supremacy that have    
resulted from the institution of slavery.  Having this sermon in mind, whilst discerning 
which book to write about for my inaugural contribution to the “Shelf Life” series, I could 
think of no more timely book to share than Jemar Tisby’s The Color of Compromise: The Truth 
About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism.  
 
I am currently a little less than half way through this book, and am taking time to read it 
slowly.  This is a book I could read swiftly, but I believe to do so would result in missing 
some of its import and impact.  Spanning 11 chapters, Tisby surveys the role of Christian 
communities in perpetuating racism beginning in the colonial era through the present.  His 
work is clear, accessible, and pointed.  He shares the facts clearly and does not hesitate from 
exploring, and at times exposing, hard truths.  While his work focuses more on evangelical 
churches, he also names the complicated history of our beloved Episcopal Church.   
 
What I appreciate most about this book is that Tisby does not resort to shaming, at least in 
what I have read and what has been share with me by friends who have read the book.  The 
style of his writing has allowed me to learn new things and hear the truth of Christian    
complicity in a way that has felt non-threatening, though at times hard to read.  This         
historical survey leads to Tibsy’s conclusion titled, “Be Strong and Courageous.”  It is an   
invitation for American Christianity to step up, overcome fear, and work to fight the         
enduring legacy of slavery.  He recalls what God said to Joshua after the death of Moses, “be 
strong and courageous.”  He recalls that command to Joshua from God to do the work set  
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before him, to follow the call of God.  This is the same call that a chorus of  voices,         
including Tisby, are offering American Christianity: be strong and courageous in doing the   
difficult work set before you.  
 
If we are going to do the work of God to bring healing, and reconciliation, and liberation to 
our communities then it seems a good starting place is learning our history.  Learning how 
we got to this point, learning about the transition from slavery to Jim Crow and beyond, 
learning how the Church has both supported and fought against these institutions.      
Learning about the past, so we can change the present.  Jemar Tisby’s The Color of          
Compromise is one of the best pieces I have read to help learn this history, think about     
what we do next, and inspire to go out and do the work.  
 

Happy Reading,  
Fr. Dante 
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Adult Faith Formation begins 
September 15, 2019 at 9:00 am 

 
 Are you wondering how to learn more about our Christian faith and ways to live out your faith in 
our challenging world today?  Do you wish you could get to know other members of the church 
better?  Do you have specific topics you’d like to study with a group of other Christians and want to 
learn what others think about those topics? 
 
If you said yes to any of those questions, then join us for Adult Faith Formation! 
 
The Adult Faith Formation Program seeks to provide programs that are intellectually, spiritually 
and personally enriching and stimulating.  The Planning committee works throughout the year to 
find special speakers, books and educational programs to help us explore our faith together, and 
through that, to grow in how we express that faith through the lives we are called to live in the 
world.  During all our programs, the conversations are rich and lively as we learn and grow together 
in community. 
 

Come every week or join in for a program that sparks your interest! 
There is always something new to learn! 

 
Join us this Fall for these programs: 

A Study of Christian Icons including a road trip to the Russian Icon Museum 

Learning about St. Francis 

A look at the Parables through Amy-Jill Levine’s book, “Short Stories by Jesus” 

Another Adventure into the online world of SLACK with an Advent Devotional 

A Sunday Morning Advent Book Study 

We hope you’ll join us in the Dining Hall at 9:00 am on September 15! 

We are always looking for ideas for new programs, so feel free to talk to any of the members of the 
planning committee with your ideas! 
 
The Adult Faith Formation Planning Committee 
Joseph Gomes, Betsy Fornal, Nancy Arnold, Pam Gregory, Dante Tavolaro and Tim Rich  
 

  
 

 

St. Luke’s Adult Faith Formation 



��� 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Godly Play begins Sunday, September 15, 2019. Grade 4-5 meet from 9:30 to 10:05 and    
pre-k through 3 meet promptly from 10:10 and they join their parents in the church at the 
Peace. 
 
Godly Play is part of the wonderful and unique curriculum that our Youth Faith Formation 
offers here at St. Luke’s.  St Luke’s has invested in this program for children who are in   
pre-k though 5 grades. Each Sunday the children meet in the very unique and special       
environment we call the Godly Play Room. In the Godly Play Room the children meet with 
two guides, their storyteller and greeter. They sit in community (a circle) on the floor 
and are treated to a parable, silence, scared stories, and sacred liturgy in order to 
discover God, themselves, one another and the world around them.  
 
Godly play assumes that children have some experience of the mystery of the presence of 
God in their lives, but they sometimes lack the language, permission and understanding to 
express and enjoy this in our culture. 
 
What is Godly Play? Godly Play is what Jerome Berryman calls his interpretation of    
Montessori religious education. It is an imaginative approach to working with children, an 
approach that supports, and challenges, nourishes and guides their spiritual quest. 
 
The children enter the space after being individually greeted. They choose a carpet square or 
the much coveted puffs and find their place in the circle. They then get ready for the 
presentation. A candle is lit and a prayer is offered. After the presentation, they are invited 
to respond and share their wonderings. They then get to choose what they want to work with in the 
room. The desert box is a fan favorite. Everything in the space is for them… art supplies, 
books, and a year’s worth of lesson materials. We end with sharing a feast and a prayer. 
If you are curious about seeing Godly Play in action. I encourage you to check it out on it 
YouTube channel. I am always looking to expand our team of storytellers and greeters. If 
you are interested in volunteering, please contact me at Theresa@stlukeseg.org  I would be 
happy to answer all your questions and invites you to join the team. 
 
Blessings, 
Theresa Deiters Muscat 
415 233 0761 

St. Luke’s Godly Play 
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We began the year with five projects on our agenda and picked up another one along the 
way.  We have completed the renovation of the anteroom next to the Sacristy,  as well as 
the roof repair where a cross once stood on the East side of the church. We have deferred 
until next year completion of the roof replacement, begun in 2018, as well as parking lot 
repaving, due to the wish to allocate the dollars elsewhere. 
 
Our new project, resetting slates on the patio, will be underway in September, and will deal 
with a potential safety issue.  Finally, we are accepting bids to repaint a good bit of the     
exterior siding, and should see that activity commence in September. 
 
Bob Brockway and Doug MacPherson have taken the lead at the Thursday Breakfast    
meetings, as well as general handyman efforts, while Cindy Lovejoy coordinates work by 
The Twilighters.  Both of these groups  have contributed greatly and would welcome       
additional participants…  They will find work to fit your skill level, and you will enjoy the 
group involvement. 
 
As always, if you spot something in our physical plant that you feel needs attention, your 
input will be most appreciated. 

Property Committee 
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Feeding Ministries 
   

Help us “Eat the Elephant” - September 2019 
 
“The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  …  He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know 
that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. “John 21: 
 
In preparation for writing this article for the newsletter I googled “feeding” in the bible for insight.  I 
found that, just as there is no shortage of need to provide food for those in need, there is no shortage of 
guidance on how we should respond.  In fact it was a bit overwhelming; the suggestions went on for   
pages.  As I tried to digest the huge amount of information in front of me an old joke came to mind. 
“How do you eat an Elephant? … One bite at a time!  
 
At Saint Luke’s our Feeding Ministries are taking the same approach to the challenge to “Feed my sheep” 
we are doing it “One Bite at a Time” through multiple ministries.   
 
 
CHRIST COMMUNITY KITCHEN 
 
“If you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your 
gloom be like the noonday.”— Isaiah 58:10 
 
CCK has been providing monthly meals in our community since January 2009. These meals are offered 
on a "free will offering" basis and provide a delicious, wholesome meal for many in our community.  Saint 
Luke’s hosts CCK in our dining room with the help and support of many volunteers from our own parish 
family, other local faith communities businesses and organizations.  Over the years the extended family 
has grown to nearly 100 who eagerly look forward to the meal and companionship. 
 
Contact – Paul Brookes 
 
 
LOAVES & FISHES RHODE ISLAND (LFRI)  
 
“But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide 
in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.” -  1 John 3:17-18 
 
On the 4th Saturday of every month, we gather at Saint Luke’s to prepare food, organize clothes and load 
the truck before heading off to Woonsocket.  Crowds of 100-150 men, women, and children anxiously 
wait our arrival in a caravan of trucks and cars loaded with volunteers from St Luke’s and friends from the 
community.   The parking lot takes on a carnival like atmosphere of food lines, clothing tables, back 
packs, toiletries and prayer station.   As we distribute our goods it is clear that what we are bringing goes 
well beyond the hamburger, hotdogs and underwear.   A smile, a greeting by name, a prayer always makes 
us all light up with god’s grace. 
 
Contact - Dana Sparhawk  
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LUNCH ON THE HILL 
 
“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me… “ 
Matthew 25:35   
 
Loth is in its 6TH year of serving our community lunch for up to 40 every Wednesday. This Ministry   
is run in cooperation with the EG Food pantry and services many of the same patrons.  Guests are 
treated to a delicious lunch and welcoming environment to enjoy each other’s company.  It is not   
unusual to have people arrive early and leave late just to enjoy the hospitality and companionship. 
Our generous sponsors provide delicious and nutritious meals to go along with donations of      
homemade desserts and salads. We are blessed to have the continued support of local businesses to 
provide food and an ecumenical group to hosts and serve these lunches.  
 
Contact - Steve McLoughlin  
 
 
EAST GREENWICH FOOD CUPBOARD 
 
And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not wholly reap the corners of thy fields…thou shalt leave them 
for the poor and the stranger. – Lev. 19:9-10 
 
The East Greenwich Interfaith Food Cupboard has been serving those in need in our community 
since 1982.  Located at St Luke’s Church, it is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10:30 to 
noon. Clients can choose from a wide assortment of food including meat, produce, dairy, bread,    
pastries, canned goods, and other staples. While the Food Cupboard primarily serves East Greenwich 
residents, no one from other communities is ever turned away.   Last year the Cupboard served over 
200 families and distributed over 70,000 items.  

Chris and Steve Bartlett, Co-Directors 

 
Thank you to everyone that the support these ministries through their donations, time and              
encouragement.   If you are interested in knowing more about how you can “Help Eat the Feeding 
Ministry Elephant” please reach out to the contact listed above or call the office! 
 
Yours in Christ 
Steve McLoughlin 
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SEPTEMBER 
SAVE THE DATES 
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Youth Group Kick Off 

 
Fr. Dante would like to invite all young people in the parish in grades 6 and above to 
join him for a Youth Group kick off  BBQ on Friday, September 13 from 6-8pm.  
Come on out and join him for classic BBQ food, games, and planning for the youth 
group year ahead.  This year there will be youth group offerings for young people in 
6th-8th grade as well as offerings for all youth in grades 6 and above.  Parents are 
asked to RSVP for their young people by Tuesday September 10. For more            
information about Youth Group and the Youth Faith Formation ministry at St. 
Luke’s, please contact Fr. Dante (dante@stlukeseg.org).   
 
 
 

Windows into Heaven 
 

All are invited to join the adult faith formation committee as we kick off  the new 
program year with a series on Icons.  Beginning on Sunday September 15, we will 
spend three weeks looking at icons which have frequently been referred to as 
“windows into heaven.”  During the first week we will talk about the complicated 
and controversial history of  icons, and also think about what makes an icon and 
icon.  During the remaining two sessions we will look at and pray with icons         
representing various styles and themes.  In addition to the Sunday morning sessions, 
on Saturday September 28, we are also planning a trip to The Museum of  Russian 
Icons in Clinton, MA.  More details on this trip to follow.  Please join us Sundays at 
9am in the dinning room as we explore these mysterious devotional objects.   
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EPISCOPAL CHARITIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Episcopal Charities:  Last Call for Fall! 
 

GIVE. SERVE. LOVE. 
 

These three powerful imperatives have been the base of this year’s Episcopal Charities 
campaign, as the focus has been on raising funds to support agencies and ministries that 
provide for basic human needs for our children and elders at risk in our state.  You, 
our St. Luke’s Family, have responded graciously and generously, as $18,180 has 
been received from 65 of you as of July 31. Happily, our projections take us to over 
$20K, thanks to those of you who have set up recurrent monthly giving. 
 
But we’re not done yet!  The Campaign officially runs through December 31, even 
as grant applications are under review, coupled with reports from Episcopal      
Charities volunteers who personally visited the scores of agencies and ministries 
who applied.  The capacity to grant those requests  is only as great as the funds that 
are raised, so every dollar makes a difference. 
 
Therefore, as we enter the Fall, please consider your gift to support Episcopal Charities, if 
you have not already done so.  Or make another gift!  Here’s how: 
 

Give directly online, and read more about Episcopal Charities.   
Fill out a gift form, found in the Atrium.  And then: 

Mail in the pre-addressed envelope, located with the gift forms. 
Place the envelope in the offering plate,  
Or leave in the Church Office.   
Or speak with one of us!!   
 

THANK YOU!!! 
 
Your 2019 Episcopal Charities Co-Chairs, 
Laura Sullivan, Mikayla & Josh Dugas 
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You Are Meant to Unfold 
 

     “God’s love is so immense, so tender, so dazzling with joy, that most of us have not felt the 
hem of it.” 

-Sue Monk Kidd 
 

The Women of Grace of St. Luke’s Church is offering a retreat on Block Island  
at the Rose Farm Inn  

the weekend of October 18-20, 2019. 
 

Facilitators: 
Theresa Deiters Muscat 

Pam Gregory 
 

We have been working all summer long to prepare a place for you to Unfold on beautiful 
Block Island! 

We pray that you give yourself the gift and grace of time to Unfold this Fall. 
This weekend will be precious and rewarding and 

we look forward to the graces of an entire weekend in retreat with you. 
 

The fabric of this retreat is fivefold: Scripture, Prayer, Self-Knowledge,                               
Silence and Service.  

 
Space for this retreat is limited. Please get your registration in early. 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out by phone or                 
email to either,  

Theresa@stlukeseg.org  415 233 0761 
pamegrego4@gmail.com 401 529 6253 

 
-Blessings- 
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