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 When I was in college, I took a course entitled, “The Theological               
Implications of  the Holocaust.”  In some ways, the mere fact that Jews were still 
open to thinking theologically rather than giving up on theology all together seemed 
like a miracle to me. 
 

We read a variety of  Jewish authors, but the one I remember best was Eli 
Wiesel.  Perhaps you too have heard of  him—he was the author of  numerous 
books, Night being the one most widely read.  Wiesel once wrote, “In any society,     
fanatics who hate don’t only hate me—they hate you too.  They hate everybody.” 

 
Recently, in our society, hate for just about everybody has been running     

rampant. 
 
In October alone, the examples of  hate were numerous and breath-taking.  

Once again, hate visited the Jewish community, this time in the form of  a gunman 
who killed worshippers at a synagogue in Pittsburgh.  Almost overshadowed by the 
enormity of  this act, a gunman in Louisville, KY, after being prevented from        
entering a black church in that town, walked into a local supermarket and killed two 
black shoppers. 

These two stories capture hate in its most immediate and visible form.  But 
sadly they do not represent the only hate active in this country.  Let us make no   
mistake, words, too, can be hate-filled and violent, and we have heard plenty        
hate-filled words in recent times.   

 
I dare say, the possibility of  new legislation defining gender by the singular 

element of  one’s genitalia at birth, feels both hateful and violent to transgender     
individuals and all who might care for them.  Likewise, the characterization of  a    
series of  trucks moving through Central America and heading towards the United 
States’ border as an “invasion” foments fear and loathing as well. 

 
And then, there is the abundance of  political rhetoric coming from            

candidates and elected officials on both “sides of  the aisle”, and our President, too, 
which is laced with condemnation, demonization, and hate.   While I cannot say that  
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this kind of  speech caused the recent series of  pipe bombs sent to numerous public 
figures, is there any denying that this rancorous tenor is part of  our current malignant 
landscape? 

“In any society, fanatics who hate don’t only hate me—they hate you too.  They hate        
everybody.”  When, where, how will this hate end? 

 
While there are numerous ways to answer this question, I think one answer   

begins with taking seriously the banners hanging in our church.  “Many Hungers,” 
“Many Voices,” “Many Blessings,” “Many Venues,” “Many Journeys,” “Many Tables,” 
“Many Faces,” they read, and then each of  them concludes with the same reminder, 
“Same Jesus.” 

 
 Do we believe these banners to speak our truth?   

 Do we believe that the Jews shot and killed in Pittsburgh, praying blessings 
different than we might pray, are beloved by the same Jesus?  Do we believe that the 
two African Americans shot and killed in Louisville, faces perhaps a different color 
from yours or mine, are beloved by the same Jesus?  Do we believe that transgender 
individuals, hungering for the recognition, respect, and safety, that so many of  us take 
for granted, are beloved by the same Jesus?  Do we believe that the Hispanic men, 
women, and children, crammed onto trucks, journeying from afar in search of  shelter 
and peace and opportunity, are beloved by the same Jesus?  Do we believe that    
Democrats, Republicans, Independents, “conservatives,” and “progressives,” many of  
whom are thoughtfully trying to give voice to their various concerns and values, are 
beloved by the same Jesus? 

 
If  our answer to these questions is, “Yes,” and we want to stand with this     

Jesus, then we also have to be willing to stand with Jews, and people of  color, and 
transgender persons, and asylum seekers, and Republicans, Democrats, and            
Independents, no matter how much they might differ from us, and offer them the 
love of  Christ.   

 
Likewise, if  our answer to these questions is, “Yes,” then whenever and     

wherever we hear or see hate stirring, we must combat it.  We must combat hate with 
courage, with kindness, with compassion, with respect.  We must combat hate with 
words and actions.  We must combat hate with the love of  Christ. 

 
Will that eliminate all hate?  Certainly not; there’s more work to be done.  But 

as Christians, I do believe each of  us is called to this work.  As Christians, I believe 
that’s where our efforts must begin and end. 

 
Wiesel also wrote, “Our obligation is to give meaning to life, and in doing so to overcome 

the passive indifferent life.  The opposite of  love is not hate; it’s indifference.”  Now, perhaps 
more than ever in our lifetimes, we need to honor this obligation.  

 
        With Christ’s love, 

         Tim 
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It has been a difficult few weeks.  It seems that every time my phone buzzes or I turn 
on the news I am being made aware of  acts of  hate occurring in our nation.  On 
Wednesday October 24, Gregory Bush shot and killed two African-Americans in a 
grocery store in Jeffersontown, Kentucky after he tried and failed to enter First   
Baptist Church, a predominantly black church.  On Saturday October 27, Robert 
Bowers entered the Tree of  Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where he 
shot and killed 11 people and wounded many others.  But before these two things 
happened, and I am sure there are other events that I am unaware of, something   
happened on Sunday October 21 that placed a weight and anxiety and fear upon my 
shoulders.  
 
On Sunday October 21, the New York Times broke a story about the Trump       
Administration’s intention of  redefining sex (and thus sex discrimination) under Title 
IX.  This proposal limits the definition to “a person’s status as male or female based 
on immutable biological traits identifiable by or before birth.”  The consequences of  
this change in definition will roll back protections established by previous            
presidential administrations and will ultimately remove protections, safety, and civil 
rights from the Transgender and Gender Non-Conforming community.  Since this 
story broke I have been experiencing a myriad of  emotions that are hard for me to 
describe: anger, anxiety, worry, and fear chief  amongst them.  I have wondered what 
it will mean for the students I work with at RIC.  I have wondered what this will 
mean for my friends. I have wondered what this will mean for my family.  I have 
wondered what this will mean for me, and my own personal safety.  As many of  you 
know, I am transgender (for me that means I was born biologically female, and I live 
and identify as male) and since October 21 I have been living with the weight that it 
seems some in our country would like to erase my existence.   
 
To be honest with you I have been struggling and wrestling with what this all means.  
Over the last two weeks I have had to muster all the energy and strength I have to 
not give into this fear.  The thing that has been most helpful in all of  this has been 
my faith. As Christians we are people of  hope not of  fear.  Through the work of  
God, in the person of  Jesus, we know that fear, hatred, and even death are not the 
final answer.  We can trust, even in the moments it is hardest to believe, that for us 
fear is overcome by hope, hatred is overcome by love, and death is overcome by life.  
That is the grace and gift of  the resurrection.  That truth is what has strengthened 
me to keep going in these last weeks.   
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I do not know what will happen with this proposal, with the three court cases       
regarding transgender bias that are making their way to the Supreme Court, or with 
Question 3 in our neighboring state of  Massachusetts.  But what I do know is this: 
all people are created in the image of  God, all people contain within the deepest 
core of  their being the spark of  the Divine, and all people no matter what identity 
they claim have and are entitled to sacred worth, dignity, love, and  respect. I think it 
is from this place that we as a church, that we as followers of  Jesus, can be an       
example to the world around us.  
 
While this at times might cause disagreement or discomfort, we at St. Luke’s Church 
are a diverse and mixed community.  We are made up of  people from  every line and 
barrier that society uses to define and separate us.  With all of  our differences we 
come together to worship the same Jesus.  We come from our  diversity of  identities 
to kneel beside one another and share in the Eucharist, that most sacred meal of  
Christ’s Body and Blood. We as follows of  Jesus can hold together what at times 
feels like, at least for me, the tension of  our national political world and the       
Kingdom of  God.  We can model that while we might disagree politically we can 
treat one another with respect, dignity, and love.  While as a community we might 
occupy every place on that wide political spectrum of  opinion on the                     
administration’s proposal to narrowly define sex, it is my hope and prayer that we are 
of  a singular mind when it comes to our call to love one another.  That each and 
everyone of  us believe our state place of  interaction and engagement with one     
another is the love that God bestows upon us all.   
 
As we journey through these days ahead, as we continue to walk as a nation through 
what might be described as uncertain political times, I hope you will join me in   
committing to first and foremost be followers of  Jesus.  To commit, and recommit, 
to loving all people not just the ones we find easy to love.  To commit, and           
recommit, to seeking the Divine spark – the image of  God – in all the different faces 
we encounter. To commit, and recommit, to being witnesses to the possibility that 
we can still be in relationship with one another amidst our differences.   
 
I am sure that I am not the only one carrying that heavy weight of  sadness, fear, and 
anxiety as we witness the events of  recent weeks in our nation and in our world.  It 
seems to me that the only way I, and we, are going to be able to shoulder this weight 
is if  we share it with one another; if  we are willing to be honest and vulnerable with 
each other.  In this we can model one of  the primary characteristics of  the Church 
at its best.  We can be that place where burdens are bought and we carry them       
together. Where we walk alongside one another in faith, hope, and love trusting that 
God will be with us, holding us in those almighty arms of  love, until that day when 
we know fear no more.  Beloved of  God let us walk together, that we might bear 
witness to God’s broad and inclusive love to the world.   
 

With my gratitude,  
Dante 
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St. Cecilia Choir Members 
Achieve Gold and Bronze Awards 

 
Congratulations to St. Cecilia Choir members Palmer Berry, Caitlyn Holmstedt, 
and Laurel Ann Pilkington who recently received awards from the Royal School of  
Church Music (RSCM). The Gold Medal was presented during church to Palmer on 
October 7, and the Bronze Award was presented during church to Caitlyn and Laurel 
Ann on October 21. We are so proud of  the work these choristers have done and are 
happy to share some details of  that process. 
 

These awards are the result of  several months of  
work on the part of  the choristers and Minister of  
Music Rodney Ayers. For the Gold award, Palmer  
prepared a major solo piece, and two choral anthems 
for performance, including thorough program notes 
on the anthems. Additionally, she prepared five more 
anthems, learning all the choral parts. For these      
anthems, she had to answer questions about the      
anthems musically, textually, and liturgically, including 
historical information about the composer. A hymn 
and prepared Anglican chant completed the extensive 
requirements for this award. One final component 

was to design an evening service, choosing bible   readings and writing prayers. Palmer 
chose the season of  Advent for this service, and had to be prepared to discuss all    
aspects with the RSCM examiner.� 
 
For the Bronze award, Caitlyn and Laurel 
Ann prepared a hymn, Anglican chant, and 
an anthem for performance. Extensive     
sight-reading and aural testing (intervals and 
rhythms) were major components of  the  
exam. Additionally, they had to be ready to 
discuss their prepared anthem, both textually 
and musically. Each chose a liturgical day 
(Caitlyn chose Christmas; Laurel Ann Good 
Friday) for which they must discuss the 
meaning of  the day, the Gospel passage of  
the day, and suggest appropriate hymns and 
anthems for that day. Finally, the choristers brought in a Sunday bulletin from St. 
Luke’s and discussed the service with the RSCM examiner, including the role music 
plays in the service. 
 
� 
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At its founding in 1927, RSCM was an organization based in Great Britain that      
consisted of  a training college for church musicians (called the College of  St.         
Nicolas) and an association of  affiliated churches committed to attaining high    
standards of   musical  performance.   The  RSCM  has  grown  to  become  an      
international and ecumenical organization, with more than 11,000 affiliates in the 
United Kingdom, United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,     
Nigeria and throughout Europe. RSCM offers numerous summer courses, and many 
St. Cecilia choir members participate, particularly the Newport course. 
 
The St. Cecilia Choir of  St. Luke’s is an affiliate of  the Royal School of  Church    
Music, and the choristers all participate in RSCM classes as part of  their Friday      
rehearsal process. We are grateful to Canterbury Choir members Deborah Collins, 
Sally House, and Ben Lovejoy for mentoring our choristers through these classes.  
 

Bless, O Lord, us Thy servants who minister in Thy temple.  
Grant that what we sing with our lips we may believe in our hearts,  
and what we believe in our hearts we may show forth in our lives.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
— RSCM Choristers' Prayer 
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Many Differences, Same Jesus 

7KLV�DUWLFOH�LV�WKH�ILUVW�LQ�D�VL[�SDUW�VHULHV�WLWOHG�³0DQ\�'LIIHUHQFHV��6DPH�-HVXV�´��
,Q�WKLV�VHULHV�ZH�KDYH�DVNHG�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�WR�UHIOHFW�XSRQ�WKH�WKHPH�
RI�RXU������&RPPLWPHQW�&DPSDLJQ��7KH�ILUVW�SLHFH�RI�WKLV�VHULHV�LV�D�SULQWLQJ�RI�
*DU\�6FKZHL]HU¶V�ZLWQHVV�JLYHQ�LQ�FKXUFK�RQ�6XQGD\�2FWREHU����� 
 

0\�-RXUQH\�WR�6W��/XNH¶V� 
%\��*DU\�6FKZHL]HU 

 
*RRG�PRUQLQJ�IULHQGV��0\�QDPH�LV�*DU\�6FKZHL]HU��0\�KXVEDQG�-RVHSK�DQG�,�
KDYH�EHHQ�FRPLQJ�WR�6W��/XNH¶V�IRU�ILYH�\HDUV�QRZ�DQG�ZH�DUH�VR�KDSS\�WR�KDYH�
IRXQG�VXFK�D�ORYLQJ�FKXUFK�KRPH��7KH�&RPPLWPHQW�&DPSDLJQ�KDV�DVNHG�WKDW�,�
VKDUH�D�ELW�DERXW�WKH�MRXUQH\�WKDW�OHG�PH�KHUH� 
 
,W�EHJDQ�LQ�D�&RQJUHJDWLRQDO�FKXUFK�KHUH�LQ�1HZ�(QJODQG��%XW�PRVW�RI�P\������
FKLOGKRRG�ZDV�VSHQW�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�,WDO\��ZKHUH�,�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�VRDULQJ�FDWKHGUDOV�
DQG�P\VWHULRXV�FKXUFKHV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�RUQDPHQW�DQG�ULWXDO��6R�GLIIHUHQW�WKDQ�WKH����
3XULWDQ�VLPSOLFLW\�RI�1HZ�(QJODQG��$W�DQ�HDUO\�DJH�P\�H\HV�ZHUH�RSHQHG�WR�MXVW�
KRZ�ELJ�DQG�IDVFLQDWLQJ�RXU�ZRUOG�LV��$QG�WR�KRZ�LWV�GLYHUVLW\�LV�WR�EH�VRXJKW�DQG�
HPEUDFHG��QRW�IHDUHG�DQG�ZDOOHG�RII� 
 
0\�KLJK�VFKRRO�DQG�FROOHJH�\HDUV�ZHUH�VSHQW�LQ�7H[DV��$�GLIIHUHQW�FXOWXUDO����������
DGMXVWPHQW�WKDQ�(XURSH��EXW�,�JUHZ�WR�ORYH�P\�EUDVK�DQG�ELJ-KHDUWHG�DGRSWHG�VWDWH� 
 
7H[DV�LV�LPEXHG�ZLWK�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQG�HYDQJHOLFDO�EUDQG�RI�������
$PHULFDQ�&KULVWLDQLW\��%HIRUH�ZH�DVVXPH�ZH�NQRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�PHDQV��\RX�
VKRXOG�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHVH�IDLWK�WUDGLWLRQV�DUH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�VLVWHUV�DQG�EURWKHUV�����������
PRWLYDWHG�E\�D�GHHS�ORYH�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�IRU�SHRSOH���:LWK�D�VLQFHUH�GHVLUH�WR�
EULQJ�*RG¶V�ORYH�WR�D�EURNHQ�ZRUOG�WKDW�VR�GHVSHUDWHO\�QHHGV�LW��,�ZDV�GUDZQ�WR�WKDW�
VLQFHULW\�--�WR�WKDW�GHVLUH�WR�GR�MXVWLFH��ORYH�NLQGQHVV��DQG�ZDON�KXPEO\�EHIRUH�
*RG� 
 
%XW��WKHUH�LV�DQRWKHU�VLGH�WR�WKLV�W\SH�RI�&KULVWLDQLW\��:KHQ�IDLWK�LV�EXLOW�RQ��������
FRQFHSWV�OLNH�WKH�LQIDOOLELOLW\�RI�WKH�ELEOH��GLVWUXVW�RI�SHUVRQDO�UHDVRQ��DQG�WKH���
GUDZLQJ�RI�FOHDU�OLQHV�EHWZHHQ�ZKR�LV�LQ�RXW�RI�*RG¶V�IDYRU���LW�EHFRPHV�D�YHU\��
ULJLG�DQG�EULWWOH�FRQVWUXFW��,W�WDNHV�FRQFHUWHG�HIIRUW�DQG�D�UHJXODU�VXVSHQVLRQ�RI���
KXPDQ�HPSDWK\�DQG�UHDVRQ�WR�NHHS�LW�DOO�WRJHWKHU��%HFDXVH�OLNH�D�-HQJD�WRZHU�����
UHPRYLQJ�MXVW�RQH�RI�WKHVH�QDUURZO\�GHILQHG�SLHFHV�RI�IDLWK�FDQ�EULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�
WKLQJ�WXPEOLQJ�GRZQ� 
 
$QG�ZKHQ�WKH�IDLWK�WUDGLWLRQ�DURXQG�\RX�XVHV�VXFK�SKUDVHV�DV�ORYH�WKH�VLQQHU��QRW�
WKH�VLQ�--�LW�GRHV�QRW�VHH�KRZ�WKDW�GHPHDQV�WKH�VRXO��+RZ�LW�SDUVHV�RXW�D�SHUVRQ¶V�
KXPDQLW\��7KRVH�ZRUGV�PD\�PDNH�VRPHRQH�IHHO�OLNH�WKH\�DUH�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�LQ�ORYH 
EXW WKH\�GR�QRWKLQJ�WR�KHDO�WKH�REMHFW�RI�WKHLU�MXGJHPHQW���,Q�IDFW��WKH\�KDYH�WKH�
SRZHU�WR�ZRXQG�GHHSO\� 



�� 

,�NQRZ�WKLV�EHFDXVH��\RX�VHH��MXVW�DV�,�ZDV�GUDZLQJ�QHDUHU�WR�*RG�DQG�GHVLULQJ�+LV�
KROLQHVV��,�ZDV�UHDOL]LQJ�ZLWK�D�VORZ��GDZQLQJ�KRUURU�WKDW�,�ZDV�JD\�--�DQG�WKHUH�
ZDV�QRWKLQJ�,�FRXOG�GR�DERXW�LW��7KH�YHU\�SODFH�,�ZDV�IOHHLQJ�WR�IRU�UHIXJH�ZDV�DOVR�
EHLQJ�GHQLHG�PH�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�DQ�DERPLQDWLRQ�LQ�*RG¶V�VLJKW� 
 
,�VSHQW�D�FROOHJH�VXPPHU�DV�D�VKRUW�WHUP�PLVVLRQDU\�LQ�&KLQD��KRSLQJ�WKDW������
VRPHKRZ�D�UHOLJLRXV�FDOOLQJ�PLJKW�FKDQJH�PH���%XW�HYHQ�DW�WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��,�
ZDV�VWLOO�PH��6H[XDO�RULHQWDWLRQ�LV�QR�PRUH�D�OLIHVW\OH�FKRLFH�WKDQ�WKH�FRORU�RI�\RXU�
VNLQ�RU�WKH�VKDSH�RI�\RXU�QRVH��1R�DPRXQW�RI�SUD\HU�ZLOO�FKDQJH�LW��$QG�WR�EH�WROG�
WKDW�\RX�DUH�MXVW�QRW�SUD\LQJ�KDUG�HQRXJK�LV�GHYDVWDWLQJ� 
 
,�UHWXUQHG�WR�1HZ�(QJODQG�DIWHU�FROOHJH�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�KRZ�,�
FRXOG�VWDQG�LQ�*RG¶V�SUHVHQFH��%XW�DIWHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�,�FDPH�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�,�
FRXOG�QRW�FRQWLQXH�WKH�VSLULWXDO�EDWWOHV�ZLWKLQ�PH��,�VLPSO\�VWRSSHG� 
 
5HPHPEHULQJ�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�WKH�$QJOLFDQ�VHUYLFHV�,�KDG�DWWHQGHG�GXULQJ�D�VXPPHU�
VHPHVWHU�LQ�(QJODQG��,�EHJDQ�WR�DWWHQG�7ULQLW\�&KXUFK�LQ�%RVWRQ��,W�ZDV�WKH�EDOP�,�
QHHGHG��,�GLGQ¶W�WKLQN��,�GLGQ¶W�SXUVXH��,�GLGQ¶W�VWUXJJOH�WR�ILJXUH�RXW��,�MXVW�ZDV��,�
GHFLGHG�WR�WDNH�*RG�DW�KLV�ZRUG�--�WKDW�+H�ORYHG�PH�MXVW�DV�,�DP� 
 
7KHQ�RQH�GD\�WKH�ELJJHVW�EOHVVLQJ�VZHSW�LQWR�P\�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�ZDUQLQJ��,�PHW�WKH�
PDQ�ZKR�ZDV�WR�RQH�GD\�EHFRPH�P\�KXVEDQG��,�IRXQG�LQ�-RVHSK�VXFK�NLQGQHVV��
LQWHJULW\�DQG�ORYH��,W�ZDV�OLNH�D�VZLWFK�IOLSSHG�ZLWKLQ�PH��,�ZHQW�IURP�ZLVKLQJ�,�
FRXOG�FKDQJH�WR�ZLVKLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZRXOG�FKDQJH��,�FDPH�RXW�WR�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�
IULHQGV��1RW�RQH�RI�WKHP�UHVSRQGHG�LQ�MXGJHPHQW��0RVW�RQO\�ZLVKHG�,�KDG�VKDUHG�
VRRQHU�DQG�QRW�SXW�P\VHOI�WKURXJK�VXFK�SDLQ� 
 
:H�IRXQG�6W��/XNH¶V�RQH�&KULVWPDV�(YH�DQG�UHFHLYHG�WKH�ZDUPHVW��PRVW�VLQFHUH�
ZHOFRPH�IURP�)DWKHU�7LP���$QG�WKHQ�RYHU�DQG�RYHU�E\�DOO�RI�\RX���-RVHSK�DQG�,�
KDYH�EHHQ�ZHOFRPHG�--�QRW�MXVW�D�JD\�FRXSOH��EXW�DV�FRPSOHWH�SHUVRQV��:H�KDYH�
FHOHEUDWHG�ZLWK�\RX�DQG�JULHYHG�ZLWK�\RX��:H�KDYH�VKDUHG�GDLO\�MR\V�DQG�������
VWUXJJOHV���<RX�KDYH�EHFRPH�RXU�IDPLO\� 
 
,�KDYH�IRXQG�LQ�6W��/XNH¶V�D�SODFH�WR�GHYHORS�D�OLYLQJ��EUHDWKLQJ�IDLWK��,¶YH�VKDUHG�
*RG¶V�ORYH�DORQJVLGH�\RX�WKURXJK�/RDYHV�DQG�)LVKHV��1RW�MXVW�IHHGLQJ�DQG�����
FORWKLQJ��EXW�VKDULQJ�RXU�FRPPRQ�KXPDQLW\�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�GLVVHFWLRQ�RU�MXGJHPHQW�� 
 
,¶YH�DWWHQGHG�DGXOW�IDLWK�IRUPDWLRQ�FODVVHV�ZKHUH�ZH¶YH�ZUHVWOHG�ZLWK�FKDOOHQJLQJ�
WRSLFV�ZLWK�IRUWKULJKWQHVV�DQG�KRQHVW\��:LWK�WKH�UHVLOLHQF\�WR�H[DPLQH�DQG�H[SORUH�
ZLWKRXW�WKH�IHDU�RI�GLVPDQWOLQJ�D�EULWWOH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�EHOLHIV� 
 
6W�/XNH¶V�LV�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�,�FDQ�EUHDWKH��:KHUH�,�FDQ�EH�PH��IXOO\�PH��DQG�NQRZ�
WKDW�,�DP�ORYHG��)DWKHU�7LP�DEVROXWHO\�PHDQV�LW�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�HDFK�6XQGD\�WKDW�
$//�DUH�ZHOFRPH�DW�*RG¶V�WDEOH��:H�DUH�QRW�JDWHNHHSHUV�WR�*RG¶V�NLQJGRP�KHUH�
DW�6W��/XNH¶V��:H�DUH�JUHHWHUV��ZHOFRPLQJ�DOO�WR�*RG¶V�ORYLQJ�SUHVHQFH� 
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Youth Faith Formation 

7KLV�LV�D�SUHWW\�VSHFLDO�SODFH��$QG�,�ZDQW�LW�WR�FRQWLQXH��7R�WKULYH�DQG�JURZ��'R�
\RX�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�ZD\"�7KLV�KRXVH�RI�*RG�LV�RXU�KRXVH��,W�LV�EXLOW�DQG�PDLQWDLQHG�
E\�DOO�RI�XV��6R�SOHDVH�FRQVLGHU�PDNLQJ�D�SOHGJH�WR�KHOS�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�UHPDLQ�D�
SODFH�ZKHUH�DOO�FDQ�FRPH�DQG�EH�WRXFKHG��DV�,�KDYH�EHHQ��E\�*RG¶V�GHHS�DQG����
DELGLQJ�ORYH� 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Faith Formation is Coming to Your Inbox 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
In mid-October we launched a new initiative as part of  our Youth Faith Formation 
program.  Every Sunday that there is Youth Faith Formation an email update goes 
out after church.  This email includes highlights from our Youth Faith Formation 
classes, announcements about special events in the life of  the parish, and resources to 
support faith formation at home.  It is our hope that this will help build a stronger 
bridge and connection between what happens here on Sunday mornings and what 
happens in our lives the rest of  the week.  If  you would like to receive this email    
update please contact Fr. Dante.   
 

Middle School Youth Group Update 
 
We had a great kickoff  event on October 19 with pizza and a viewing of  the 1993 
Disney classic Hocus Pocus.  In November we have two events lined up.  
 
We will gather on Friday November 9 from 6-8pm for dinner and an instructed   
Eucharist. We gather in the Church after dinner to talk about all the stuff  we use   
during a Sunday morning service.  We will try on chasubles, stoles, and even a cope! 
We will write our own Eucharistic Prayer and conclude the night be celebrating the 
Eucharist together.  
 
On Sunday November 25 we are going on a field trip!  Last year on Good Friday 
several of  our youth group members talked about how much they love the Taizé   
service.  Since Good Friday is still a few months out, we are going on a road trip to 
get a Taizé fix.  Join Fr. Dante on a trip to Providence to attend the monthly Taizé 
service at The Church of  the Redeemer. We will meet at The Redeemer at 4:15pm to 
talk more about Taizé.  Following the 5pm service we will have dinner together at 
one of  the local restaurants down the street from the Church.  
 
Parents should stay tuned for an email from Fr. Dante with more information about 
both of  these events.   
 
As a reminder all young people in grades 6-8 are welcome to join our Middle School 
Youth Group!  
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6W��/XNH¶V������&RPPLWPHQW�&DPSDLJQ��:KDW�D�'LIIHUHQFH�<RXU�

3OHGJH�0DNHV 
 

$V�D�UHODWLYH�QHZFRPHU�WR�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�VLGH�RI�FKXUFK�OLIH��,�WHQGHG�WR�XVH�WKH�
WHUPV�FRPPLWPHQW�DQG�VWHZDUGVKLS�LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\��,¶YH�UHDOL]HG�WKH\�DUH��������
GLIIHUHQW�DQG�WKRVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�� 
 
6WHZDUGVKLS�LV�WKH�DFW�RI�VKDULQJ�RQH¶V�JLIWV�ZLWK�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�RXU�IDLWK��������
FRPPXQLW\��6WHZDUGVKLS�LV�GHILQHG�DV�WKH�FDUHIXO�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�
VRPHWKLQJ�HQWUXVWHG�WR�RQH
V�FDUH��$V�6W��/XNH¶V�SDULVKLRQHUV��ZH�DUH�DOO�LWV�����
VWHZDUGV��:H�DFFHSW�GLUHFW�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�WKH�ILQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�SURJUHVV�RI�
RXU�&KXUFK�DQG�LWV�PLVVLRQ�� 
 
&RPPLWPHQW�DSSOLHV�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�GLUHFWLRQ�WR�RXU�SHUVRQDO�VWHZDUGVKLS�MRXUQH\��
,W�LV�WKH�DFW�RI�DVVHVVLQJ�RXU�SHUVRQDO�VLWXDWLRQ��RXU�VWHZDUGVKLS�JRDOV��DQG�PDNLQJ�
D�GHFODUDWLRQ�RI�RXU�VWHZDUGVKLS�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDU��7KLV�GHFODUDWLRQ�DOORZV�WKH�
SDULVK�WR�SODQ�LWV�PLQLVWULHV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKH�FKXUFK¶V�
PLVVLRQ�� 
 
%\�QRZ��LW�VKRXOG�EH�FOHDU�WKDW�ZH¶UH�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�KRZ�6W��/XNH¶V�LV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�
RWKHU�JURXSV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��(DFK�\HDU��WKH�6WHZDUGVKLS����������
&RPPLWWHH�DVNV�SDULVKLRQHUV�WR�VKDUH�SHUVRQDO�DFFRXQWV�RI�KRZ�6W��/XNH¶V�KDV�
WRXFKHG�WKHLU�OLYHV��)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�PLVVHG�LW�D�FRXSOH�RI�ZHHNV�DJR��*DU\�
6FKZHL]HU�VKDUHG�KLV�SHUVRQDO�MRXUQH\�WR�6W��/XNH¶V��,¶G�OLNH�WR�VKDUH�VRPHWKLQJ�
*DU\�VDLG�WKDW�WRXFKHG�PH�DQG�KLJKOLJKWHG�RXU�FDPSDLJQ�WKHPH��,Q�UHIHUHQFH�WR�
6W��/XNH¶V�DFFHSWLQJ�QDWXUH��*DU\�VDLG��³:H�DUH�QRW�WKH�JDWHNHHSHUV�IRU�WKH�����
.LQJGRP�RI�*RG��ZH�DUH�WKH�JUHHWHUV�´�7KDW�LV�GLIIHUHQW� 
 
'DYLG�6DPSVRQ 
6WHZDUGVKLS�&RPPLWWHH�&KDLU 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Stewardship Committee 
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1RZ�WKHUH�DUH�6,;���6L[�QHZ�KDQGLFDS�SDUNLQJ�VSDFHV�LQ�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW��WKDQNV�WR�
'RXJ�0DF3KHUVRQ�DQG�6DQG\�5XEHO���:H¶YH�KDG�D�WDVWH�RI�FROG�ZHDWKHU�DQG�
ZH¶UH�EXV\�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\� 
 
2XU�XSFRPLQJ�3URSHUW\�%UHDNIDVWV�ZLOO�EH�RQ�1RYHPEHU����DQG�'HFHPEHU������
:H�ZHOFRPH�PRUH�SDULVKLRQHUV�WR�DGG�WR�WKH�JURXS�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�(OOHQ�$EHOO��
%RE�%URFNZD\��.HQ�)HFWHDX��&LQGL�/RYHMR\��'RXJ�0DF3KHUVRQ��%LOO�0F&OLQWLFN��
6U��DQG�-U���-DFN�1HZWRQ��'DYH�6DYDJH��%UXFH�6WHYHQV�DQG�5DOSK�6\NHV� 
 
3OHDVH�FRQWLQXH�WR�OHW�XV�NQRZ�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�QHHG�3URSHUW\�DWWHQWLRQ���7KDQNV� 
 
6DQG\�DQG�3HJJ\�5XEHO������-����� 
 
 

%H�D�%OHVVLQJ�DW�7ZLOLJKW� 
 

7KH�7ZLOLJKWHUV��RXU�0RQGD\�HYHQLQJ�SURSHUW\�FUHZ��KDYH�EHHQ�YHU\�EXV\�IRU�WKH�
SDVW�HLJKW�ZHHNV��:H�KDYH�SUXQHG��GHDGKHDGHG��UDNHG�DQG�VZHSW�XS�RXWVLGH�WR�
VXSSOHPHQW�WKH�7KXUVGD\�PRUQLQJ�3URSHUW\�%UHDNIDVW�FUHZ��:H�KDYH�HQMR\HG�EHHI�
EDUOH\�VRXS��DQG�FODP��FKLFNHQ�DQG�FRUQ�FKRZGHU�DV�ZH�JRW�WR�NQRZ�RQH�DQRWKHU��
,QVLGH��ZH�KDYH�FOHDQHG�UDGLDWRUV��SODVWLFNHG�ZLQGRZV��DQG�GXVWHG�OHGJHV��ERRNV��
DQG�WDEOHV�WR�PDNH�RXU�IDFLOLW\�ERWK�FOHDQ�DQG�LQYLWLQJ��2Q�RXU�ODVW�QLJKW��2FW�����
ZH�ZLOO�FOHDQ�RXU�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�'LRFHVDQ�����������
&RQYHQWLRQ��ZKHQ�ZH�ZHOFRPH�SHRSOH�IURP�DOO�RYHU�5KRGH�,VODQG�WR�RXU�IDLWK�
KRPH��6R�LI�\RX�VHH�(ULF��0HODQLH��-DQH��0DUJDUHW��0HOLVVD��RU�%HQ��SOHDVH�JLYH�
WKHP�D�KXJ�DQG�VD\��WKDQN�\RX��WR�WKLV�VPDOO�EXW�PLJKW\�FUHZ�RI�SHRSOH� 
 
,I�\RX�GLGQ
W�JHW�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�EH�D�EOHVVLQJ�DW�WZLOLJKW�ZLWK�XV�WKLV�IDOO��IHDU�
QRW��:H�ZLOO�UHVXUUHFW�WKH�JURXS�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�WR�KHOS�EULQJ�RXU�JURXQGV�EDFN�WR�
OLIH�DIWHU�ZLQWHU�KDV�SDVVHG��$Q\�TXHVWLRQV�PD\�EH�DGGUHVVHG�WR�&LQGL�/RYHMR\�DW�
EHQHP#FR[�QHW� 
 

 

Property Committee 
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1RWHV�IURP�WKH�7UHDVXUHU� 
  
$V�,�FORVH�RXW�P\�VHFRQG�IXOO�\HDU�DV�\RXU�7UHDVXUHU��,¶G�OLNH�WR�H[SUHVV�WKDW�LW�KDV�
EHHQ�ERWK�DQG�KRQRU�DQG�SOHDVXUH�WR�KHOS�RXW�LQ�WKLV�ZD\� �,�KDYH�VRPH�ZRQGHUIXO�
KHOS�-�ZH�KDYH�D�GHGLFDWHG�JURXS�RQ�WKH�)LQDQFH�&RPPLWWHH�DQG�D�WDOHQWHG�
ERRNNHHSHU�LQ�/LVD�3DROLQR� 
 
7KLV�3DULVK�KDV�PDQ\�EOHVVLQJV��DQG�PXFK�WR�EH�JUDWHIXO�IRU� �%XW�PRVW�RI�DOO��LW�LV�
\RX��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SDULVKLRQHUV��WKDW�PDNH�LW�DOO�ZRUN� �<RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�WR���������
IXOILOOLQJ�\RXU�SOHGJHV�DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�LQ�YDULRXV�RWKHU�ZD\V�NHHSV�WKH�3DULVK�����
UXQQLQJ� 
 
,I�\RX�DUH�QHZ�KHUH��\RX�PD\�ZRQGHU�KRZ�WKLV�DOO�ZRUNV�–�KRZ�GRHV�6W��/XNH¶V�
³NHHS�WKH�OLJKWV�RQ´�DQG�IXQG�LWV�SURJUDPV�DQG�PLQLVWULHV"�:HOO��LW�DOO�VWDUWV�WKLV�WLPH�
RI�\HDU�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�RXU�FRPPLWPHQW�GULYH� �:H�DVN�HDFK�IDPLO\�WR�ILOO�RXW�D�
SOHGJH�FDUG� �:KDW�LV�D�SOHGJH" �$�SOHGJH�LV�ZKDW�\RX�LQWHQG�WR�JLYH�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�
RI�WKH�\HDU�–�LW�KHOSV�LPPHQVHO\�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�DQ�RSHUDWLQJ�EXGJHW� �,W�VKRXOG�UHIOHFW�
WKDQNV�IRU�DOO�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�\RX�DUH�JUDWHIXO�IRU��ERWK�KHUH�DW�6W��/XNH¶V�DQG������������
HOVHZKHUH� :KDW�LW�LV�QRW�LV�D�OHJDO�FRQWUDFW�–�\RX�FDQ�FKDQJH�LW�DQ\WLPH��6KRXOG�
\RXU�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�FKDQJH��MXVW�FDOO�WKH�RIILFH�DQG�ZH�FDQ�DGMXVW�LW�  :KLOH�ZH�GR�
UHFHLYH�IXQGV�IURP�UHQWDO�LQFRPH�DQG�VRPH�LQYHVWPHQW�LQFRPH�IURP�RXU���������������
(QGRZPHQW��PRVW�RI�RXU�EXGJHW�LV�IXQGHG�E\�\RXU�SOHGJHV� 
 
)LQDQFLDOO\�������KDV�JRQH�VPRRWKO\�–�LQFRPH�KDV�FRPH�LQ�RQ�WLPH��WKDQN�\RX���DQG�
H[SHQVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�UXQQLQJ�VOLJKWO\�XQGHU� �:H�WDFNOHG�VRPH�HDUO\�UHSDLU�ZRUN�IRU�
OHDNV�DQG�PROG��DQG�ILQLVKHG�RII�WKH�\HDU�SXWWLQJ�RQ�D�QHZ�URRI��:H�UROOHG�RXW��������
RQ-OLQH�JLYLQJ��DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�KDYH�VLJQHG�XS�KDYH�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�FRQYHQLHQFH�RI�
VHWWLQJ�XS�FRQWULEXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�DQG�QRW�KDYLQJ�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�ZULWLQJ�D�ZHHNO\�
RU�PRQWKO\�FKHFN� 9DQFR�GHSRVLWV�WKH�IXQGV�GLUHFWO\�LQWR�WKH�&KXUFK¶V�FKHFNLQJ����
DFFRXQW�DQG�WKH�UHWXUQ�IHHG�XSGDWHV�WKH�VWHZDUGVKLS�GDWDEDVH�DXWRPDWLFDOO\��������
HOLPLQDWLQJ�WKRVH�PDQXDO�XSGDWHV�  
 
$V�ZH�ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�������FRQVLGHU�ILOOLQJ�RXW�D�SOHGJH�FDUG���$QG�OHW�XV�FRQWLQXH�
WR�EH�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�VXFK�D�ZRQGHUIXO�KRPH�KHUH�DW�6W��/XNH¶V� 
 
0LNH�6XOOLYDQ 
  

The Vestry Corner 
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&RPLQJ�WKLV�6SULQJ��$GXOW�3LOJULPDJH�-�(QJODQG� 
 

$OO�DGXOWV�RI�WKH�SDULVK�DUH�LQYLWHG�WR�MRLQ�)U��'DQWH�RQ�D�SLOJULPDJH 
WR�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�SODFH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�RXU 

$QJOLFDQ�(SLVFRSDO�KHULWDJH��(QJODQG 
 
7KLV�VSULQJ��)U��'DQWH�DQG�RXU�DGXOW�SLOJULPV�ZLOO�VSHQG�WKUHH�GD\V�LQ�&DQWHUEXU\�
WR H[SORUH�WKH�URRWV�RI�RXU�KHULWDJH�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�(QJODQG�� :H�ZLOO�ZDON�WKH�
VDPH�VWHSV��WUDYHO�WKH�VDPH�URDG��WKDW�IDLWKIXO�SLOJULPV�KDYH�WUDYHOOHG�IRU��KXQGUHGV�
RI�\HDUV�� 7KHQ�ZH�ZLOO�VSHQG�WZR�GD\V�LQ�6DOLVEXU\ DQRWKHU�LPSRUWDQW����������������
ORFDWLRQ�� :KLOH�LQ�6DOLVEXU\��WKH�SLOJULPV�ZLOO�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�D�PRQDVWLF���������
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WDNH�WLPH�WR�SDXVH�DQG�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�GDLO\�UK\WKP�RI�SUD\HU����������
)LQDOO\��WKH�SLOJULPV�ZLOO�EULQJ�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�WR�DQ�HQG�LQ�/RQGRQ�� 'DWHV�IRU�WKH�
SLOJULPDJH�DUH�WHQWDWLYHO\�VHW�IRU�$SULO���-0D\��� 
 
3OHDVH�EH�LQ�WRXFK�ZLWK�)U��'DQWH�LI�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�OHDUQLQJ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH��
SDULVK�SLOJULPDJH� 
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NOVEMBER SAVE THE DATES 
 

1RYHPEHU�� 
���SP�'LRFHVDQ�&RQYHQWLRQ�#�6W��/XNH¶V�&KXUFK 

 
1RYHPEHU�� 

��DP�'LRFHVDQ�&RQYHQWLRQ�#�6W��/XNH¶V�&KXUFK 
 

1RYHPEHU�� 
��SP�:RPHQ�RI�*UDFH�0HHWLQJ 

 
1RYHPEHU�� 

�����DP�/HLVXUH�/HDUQLQJ�#�'LQLQJ�5P 
 

1RYHPEHU�� 
�-��SP�<RXWK�*URXS�0HHWLQJ�#�'LQLQJ�5P 

 
1RYHPEHU��� 

�����DP�/HLVXUH�/HDUQLQJ�#�'LQLQJ�5P 
 

1RYHPEHU��� 
��SP�5,�5LQJLQJ�,Q�7KH�+ROLGD\V�+DQGEHOO�&RQFHUW�#� 

6ZLIW�&RPPXQLW\�&HQWHU 
 

1RYHPEHU��� 
��SP�(SLVFRSDO�&KRUDO�(YHQVRQJ�#�$XGLWRULXP 

 
1RYHPEHU��� 

���DP�/RDYHV�	�)LVKHV�5XQ�#�'LQLQJ�5P 
 

1RYHPEHU��� 
��SP�<RXWK�*URXS�)LHOG�7ULS�#�&KXUFK�RI�WKH�5HGHHPHU 

 
1RYHPEHU��� 

��SP�&&.�'LQQHU�#�'LQLQJ�5P 
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6W��/XNH¶V�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK 
���3HLUFH�6WUHHW 
(DVW�*UHHQZLFK��5,������ 
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